
Dear Parent / Carer 

I hope that you and your family are all safe and well. In today’s update, I would like to bring to 
your attention the latest Covid-19 guidance which has been issued by the Department for 
Education, and in particular the protocols which will remain in place at the Academy as we 
continue to manage the various challenges arising from the pandemic. 

The key information is as follows: 

Face Coverings 

You will be aware that from tomorrow (January 27), as part of the easing of restrictions in Plan B 
of the Government’s Covid-19 strategy, the Department for Education has confirmed that the 
wider use of face masks in communal areas will no longer be listed as a ‘formal 
recommendation’. 

As has been the case throughout the pandemic, we continually review our Covid-19 protocols in 
line with these statutory updates, and take a cautious approach to reviewing measures in place 
to help to minimise the risk of Covid-19 transmission.  

As a region, Sandwell continues to have a high level of Covid and we continue to see cases 
amongst students and staff. Accordingly, it is essential that preventative measures are kept in 
place to reduce transmission rates. Therefore, unless there is a medical exemption, we still 
expect students and staff to wear face masks in communal areas of the school. Students should 
ensure that they bring at least two masks with them each day to the Academy. Single use face 
coverings should be disposed of after use. Re-usable face coverings will need to be washed daily. 
Face masks should be plain, not patterned and unbranded.  

In addition, we continue to advise pupils to wear a face mask on public transport or coaches, as 
well as adhering to other specific measures stipulated by individual companies and providers. 

Students are no longer expected to wear face masks in lessons. 

Covid-19 Vaccination Programme 

We have forwarded you a letter from NHS England and Vaccination UK with information about 
the next phase of the Covid-19 Vaccination Programme for children and young people aged 12-
17.   

The Vaccination Team is scheduled to visit the Academy on Friday 18 February.  The letter 
includes a guide for parents and young people, as well as an electronic consent form. Please 
ensure that you have read the document at the earliest opportunity, and also be aware that 
consent must be provided at least two working days before the scheduled vaccination session. 



 

 

 
Session 3 
 
As outlined in last week’s update, due to instances in which staff are having to isolate from 
school we have had to revise our Session 3 programme offer. From next Monday (January 31) 
until the end of this half-term, a slightly reduced Session 3 calendar is in place.  It still includes a 
comprehensive range of activities and choices, but you will note that some sessions have been 
temporarily taken off the schedule. Sessions affected are primarily in Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 
Sport. There are also some adaptations to Maths catch-up classes and Year 10 Science sessions. 
The new calendar is being emailed to you separately. 
 
We will review the Session 3 programme at the end of this half-term and it is our intention to 
return to a full Session 3 programme as soon as possible.  
 
Covid-19 Testing 
 
Finally, a reminder that students are requested to carry out ongoing twice-weekly asymptomatic 
testing. If you have any queries about home testing or need additional home testing kits, please 
contact Mrs Chapman at JChapman@sandwellacademy.com  
 
Thank you again for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
 
 

 
Mr Williams 
Headteacher  
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